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Newsletter

August 198S

EXHIBITIONS
MARTHA KAPLAN: 1970-1988 PAINTINGS ON CANVAS RETROSPECTIVE
--through August 14, Main & Brainard Galleries
In creating her abstract works, Indiana artist Martha Kaplan uses a variety of
paint types, including sprayed on metallics and florescents. Although she worked
informally with printmaker Rudy Pozzatti for a time, Kaplan is largely self-taught.
Originally from New York City, Kaplan spent many hours in museums and galleries
studying the works of other artists. Kaplan states that her work is most influenced ·
by the early Renaissance painter Fra Angelico. She is particularly influenced
by the continuous changes in depth within the picture surface, and by the quiet
and contemplative calm that Kaplan finds in Fra Angelico's work.
In terms of style, Kaplan's work falls into the categories of Abstract Expressionism
and Color Field painting. Some of the twentieth century artists who have
influenced Kaplan include Jackson Pollock, Frank Stella, Mark Rothko, and Barnett
Newman. After the exhibition at the Tarble, Kaplan's work will be shown at
the Matrix Gallery (Bloomington, Indiana) and the New Harmony Gallery of
Contemporary Art (New Harmony, Indiana).
WALTER SORGE: 100 WATERCOLORS OF CHINA
--August 19- September 18, Main Galleries
This exhibition presents a selection of the paintings made by Dr. Walter Sorge
during his year-long sabbatical in the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong,
and Taiwan, in 1985-86. The first four months of Sorge's sabbatical were spent
in Taiwan, with a month in Hong Kong, and the remaining five months in mainland
China. Though the cities of Taipei and Shanghai served as Sorge's principle places
of residence, the artist traveled extensively, painting and presenting workshops.

On one level, the watercolors exhibited document the sights and peoples that
Sorge encountered. For many of us, China is somewhat of an enigma. Historically,
as a deliberately closed society, access to China's people and culture has been
somewhat limited. The paintings are interesting because of the subject matter
and the skill with which the paintings have been executed.
The paintings also serve as a continuation of the work produced by Sorge over
the course of his activity as an artist. The China watercolors contain Sorge's
characteristic sense of surface quality, color, and tension, and relate to the artist's
formalist explorations in visual abstraction. Sorge's interest in movement, and
in the study of the human form, are also evident. Synthesized into these elements
is an influence of the Oriental aesthetic, most obvious in Sorge's use of Chinese
characters and chop marks. Elements of flattened perspective, asymmetry,
and a brevity in many works relate them to Chinese art as well as to Sorge's
previous styles.
Dr. Walter Sorge is a Professor in the Art Department at Eastern Illinois
University. A Canadian by birth, Sorge has spent most of his professional life
in the United States. He holds a B.A. and an M.A. from the University of
California-Los Angeles, and an Ed.D. from Columbia University. Sorge also
served as an apprentice to the renowned printmaker Stanley William Hayter
at Hayter's Atelier 17 in Paris. Before joining EIU's faculty in 1970, Sorge taught
at Kentucky Southern College and Hardin-Simmons University. The artist has
received numerous awards and fellowships for his work, including an EIU Faculty
Award of Excellence in 1987. Sorge will present a gallery talk about his
watercolors of China on September 11 as part of the Tarble's first "Family Sampler
· Sunday."
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HOUSEBOUND
-- Installation: Aug. 30 - Sept. 2, Brainard Gallery
"Housebound" is a collaborative site-specific installation by Kathleen Browne
and Susan Kress. During the week of August 30 - September 2 the artists will
create an environmental sculpture in the Brainard Gallery in the form of a house.
Within the walls will be placed a series of smaller houses, reflecting a variety
of attitudes and thoughts about the structure of a house and its metaphors. The
installation will be created in an open-studio setting, with anyone interested
invited to watch the creation of the piece and talk with the artists. The
installation will be on exhibition September 3 - October 2.
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Susan Kress holds an M.F.A. from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, a
B.F.A. from St. Mary's College, Notre Dame, and studied at the Art School of
the Brooklyn Museum on a sculpture fellowship. In addition to exhibiting her
work in the midwest, Kress has also exhibited in Costa Rica. Kress has taught
at SIU-C, Rend Lake College, Universidad de Costa Rica, and the Country Day
School (K -12) in Escazu, Costa Rica.
Kathleen Browne is an Assistant Professor of Art at EIU. She also received her
M.F.A. at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, and holds a B.A. from San
Diego State University. Browne has exhibited her metals/jewelry pieces and
sculpture nationally, and has received a variety of awards for her work in national
and regional competitions.
EVENTS
NEW EIU FACULTY RECEPTION
.
.
-August 21, 3-5pm
Th1s receptwn, hosted by EIU's Faculty Development and President's Offices
~s to introduce the University's new faculty to the campus, and to arts opportunitie~
m the area.
ARTIST'S RECEPTION FOR WALTER SORGE
-- August 28, 2-4pm
A reception to celebrate the exhibition "100 Watercolors of China" and honor
artist Walter Sorge will be held in the main galleries. Refreshments will be served
and the public is invited.

MISCELLANY
The WEIU Radio and Television Center has donated six audio cassette tapes and
a video tape documentary of interviews made with fiddler "Pappy" Taylor, naive
painter Jennie Cell, and basket maker Susan Layerle to the TAC Folk Arts
Collection. The interviews on cassettes were made in preparation for the video
taped documentary on these three eastcentral Illinois folk artists. These materials
are particularly significant since "Pappy" Taylor and Jennie Cell are now decease~.
Kingery Press, of Effingham, Illinois, has donated two exhibition catalogues to
the Tarble Library. The catalogues are Laumeier Sculpture Park: First Decade
1976-1986 and Jackie Ferrara and Mary Miss: Site Sculpture at Laumeier. The
First Decade is particularly useful, since it includes information on and illustrations
of many major contemporary sculptors. The Laumeier Sculpture Park is located
in St. Louis.

FROM THE CURATOR OF EDUCATION
With the academic year nearly upon us, it is time to look forward to the 1988/89
Tarble Arts Center Film and Video Series, which begins September 15th and
continues through April 27th. All films and videos in the series, "Art and Artists,"
will be presented on selected Thursday evenings at 7:00p.m. Fall selections focus
on film and video as an artistic medium, with selections consisting primarily
of contemporary works by artists using these media. Individual artists are the
subjects for the Spring semester selections, featuring films en contemporary
painters, sculptors, film and video artists, among others. Tarble members should
expect the film listing to reach their mailboxes in early September. With over
400 attending the Spring 1988 series, substantial audiences are anticipated for
this year. All film and video features will be free and open to the public.
A new Tarble community outreach program, "Family Sampler Sundays," will
begin in September. The program is 'designed to promote community involvement
with the Center through a series of free art and exhibition related activities
for children and parents. "Family Sampler Sundays" will allow individuals an
opportunity to "sample" current programming at the Tarble. One "Family Sampler
Sunday" is scheduled for each month during the academic year from 1:00 to
. 4:00pm. September 11th, National Grandparents Day, is the first Sunday on
the schedule. Children are encouraged to bring their grandparents for an afternoon
of fun and activities. All "Family Sampler Sundays" will be free and open to
the public.
-- Donna Meeks
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As the summer draws to a close, plans are being finalized for a variety of programs
sponsored and co-sponsored by the Tarble Arts Center. In addition to the showing
of watercolors done by Walter Sorge while he was in China, the major exhibitions
for the fall include a selection of recent works by Rudy Pozzatti, the annual
EIU Art Faculty Exhibition, and "Vicinity Clay VII." Pozzatti is an internationally
known printmaker and a co-founder of Echo Press. Now a Distinguished Professor
at Indiana University, Pozzatti was one of a handful of artists who introduced
printmaking as a fine art to students of the post-war era in the United States.
The Art faculty exhibition will feature recent works by the producing artists
in studio and related areas in the Department. "Vicinity Clay VII" is a traveling
show from a juried competition sponsored by the Chicago Center for Ceramic
Art. Selected by juror Ward Doubet, the exhibition provides a survey of the
work being done in ceramics by established and emerging artists from the Chicago
area, with the "area" extending to Ann Arbor, Michigan, Madison, Wisconsin,
Bloomington, Indiana, and Champaign, illinois.
Smaller exhibitions are being developed for the Brainard Gallery, including the
installation by Kathleen Browne and Susan Kress, color nature photographs by
Elizabeth Schaffer of Charleston, and an exhibition to mark the passing of Stanley
William Hayter, who died last May. Hayter was an innovative printmaker, painter,
and teacher who founded Atelier 17 in Paris and New York. The exhibition will
feature work done by Hayter and some of his master students from Atelier 17.
In addition to the film series, "Family Sampler Sundays," and classes developed
by Curator of Education Donna Meeks, the Tarble is again co-sponsoring a visiting
artist/lecturer series with the EIU Art Department. Some of the individuals
tentatively scheduled to speak, demonstrate, or present workshops are Rudy
Pozzatti, metalsmith Brent Kington, sculptor Michael Dunbar, and weaver Diane
ltter. The 1988-89 Chamber Music Series, co-sponsored by the EIU Music
Department has been set. Scheduled for the fall is Bertoncini and Moore, a jazz
duo, and the Eastern Trio. Some group trips to see special exhibitions and
collections are also being planned. The most notable is "The Art of Paul Gauguin,"
at the Art Institute of Chicago September 17 - December 11, the most
comprehensive exhibition of Gauguin's art work mounted since 1906.
Complete listings of these events and others will be distributed soon. In addition
to the annual programs, we hope to add some pleasant suprises in the form of
special programs and events. And the Tarble staff is always interested in
suggestions for activities, so let us hear of your ideas.
--Michael Watts

UPCOMING IN SEPTEMBER
-- Sept. 3-0ct. 2
Exhibition: "Housebound"
-Sept. 3, 2-4pm
Opening Reception: "Housebound"
--Sept. 5
Labor Day (the TAC offices will be closed)
-Sept.
11,
1-4pm
Family Sampler Sunday: activities for all ages
- Sept. 15, 7pm
Films: "Underground Film," "Mixummerdaydream," &
"Masque of the Red Death" (60 min.)
--Sept. 23-0ct. 22
Exhibition: "Rudy Pozzatti: Recent Works"
-- Sept. 23 & 24
Festival: Arts-on-the-Square
(Sponsored by the Charleston Area Arts Council)
Conference: Fourth Annual Illinois
--Sept. 24, 7-9pm & Sept. 25, 9am-4pm
Sacred Harp Singers
-- Sept. 29, 7pm
Video: "Between the Frames, Eight Chapters:
The Dealers, The Collectors, The Gallery, The Museum,
The Docents, The Critics, The Media, The Epilogue" (90 min.)
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NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS: June 28- July 26, 1988
..,:~.

Corporate Patron
Bob & Norma Winkleblack
Individual Patron
Dr. Hannah Eads

TARBLE ARTS CENTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
PHONE
----------ADDRESS____________________________________________________________
CITY

STATE

ZIP

------------

CATEGORY OF MEMBERSHIP: (please indicate)
_____$50 Family Patron
$25 Individual Patron
$150 Supporting Patron
$10 Student/Senior Patron*
----_____$300 Corporate Patron
*(full-time students/age 65+)
_____$500 Sustaining Patron
$1,000 Benefactor
----~My employer will match my contribution; company name=--~~--~----Please bill me: ____Annually ____Semi-annually ____EIU Payroll Deduction
AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
(Please make checks to:

EIU Foundation.

DATE:
Mark ------------------------~
in memo: TAC Membership.)

Mail form with payment to: EIU Foundation I Eastern Illinois University I
Charleston, IL 61920
Memberships are for one year from the date of the contribution, and
are tax-deductible within the limits set by law.

'
· NCJDoProoftt Orpnization

Arts Center
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois 61920

STAFF:
Michael Watts, Director
Donna Meeks, Curator of Education
David Pooley, Registrar
Edith Malehorn, Secretary
Dr. Vaughn Jaenike, Dean of Fine Arts
VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS:
Maggie Hollowell - Docents
Ruth Jaenike- Gift Shop Consignments
Barbara Watts- Sales/Rental Gallery
GENERAL INFORMATION:
Open Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. 1-4pm; closed Mondays
and holidays. Admission is free unless noted otherwise. For information or to
schedule a group tour telephone 217/581-ARTS(-2787). The Tarble Arts Center
is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland Avenue, on the Eastern lllinois
University campus.
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